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Mary, mother of Jesus

Immanuel Baptist Church

2012.12.23

Scripture: Lk 1:41-45

Let us pray,

Dear Father in Heaven,

We come into your Holy Presence this morning, 

thanking You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, into the world.  

You choose Your servants today as you have always done.  

Open our ears to hear Your invitation, 

embrace Your promises 

and obey You in all things.  

Open our hearts so that Your Words of Eternal Life 

will penetrate and transform us 

into what You want us to be for the sake of Your Kingdom.

We pray this in the wonderful Name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen

--

The sermon topics for Advent this year have had the following focus:


1st – preparing ourselves for the 2nd coming of Christ


2nd – discovering how God prepares Zechariah for the fulfillment of prophesy


3rd – allowing John the Baptist to inspire us to be heralds 

of the 2nd coming of Christ


Today – learning from Mary how to be blessed and be a blessing to others!

--

There are 5 major thoughts I would like to share with you this morning, gleaned from the 1st chapter of Luke:

1) Mary, the servant of the Lord (Lk 1:38)

2) Mary, the mother of Jesus (Lk 1:31)

3) Mary, relative and close friend of Elizabeth (Lk 1:40)

4) 3 Blessings (Lk 1:42, 45)
5) Mary, who praises the Lord (Lk 1:47-55)

--

1) Mary, the servant of the Lord (Lk 1:38)

How do you see yourself?


How do you present yourself to others?



Who is the ‘real’ you?

For the longest time, I considered myself to be a conductor.


It didn’t matter how many or how few concerts I had coming up, 

I knew that I was a conductor.


I loved conducting, I wanted to conduct, 

and my goal was to conduct.

Of course, that’s how others began to see me as well.

Mary identifies herself as the ‘servant of the Lord.’ (Lk 1:38)


She also refers to herself as the ‘servant of the Lord’ 

in the song she sings to the glory of God. (Lk 1:48) 


Aside from the fact that she is the mother of Jesus 

and some other children, 

we only know Mary as the ‘servant of the Lord.’

Joseph is a carpenter.


Zechariah is a priest.

Rarely do we find out about what the women did except for the odd prostitute, 

an ex-demon possessed or someone caught in adultery.

There are also examples of women as queens, prophetesses and leaders.


But Mary’s humility of seeing herself as ‘the servant of the Lord’ 

is quite special, I find.

--

After my experience of complete surrender to God 

and total transformation through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

I also began to understand myself to be ‘a servant of God.’

As my relationship with the Lord grew, so did my desire to serve Him.


I wanted to do what He wanted me to do, 

and began opening my eyes and ears to see and hear His guiding.

When I heard Him call me into the ministry, I wanted more.


I now wanted to be where God wanted me to be, 

do what He wanted me to do and 

say what He wanted me to say.

What a wonderful privilege to know that the Lord wants to use me for His Kingdom!

--

Do you consider yourself a ‘servant of the Lord’?


If not, there is good news – you can become one!



Our Father in Heaven may be calling you today!




Give Him your life in complete surrender 

and allow Him to be your Master and Lord, like Mary did!

--

2) Mary, the mother of Jesus (Lk 1:31)

Mary didn’t aspire to be anything special.


As a servant of the Lord, she wanted to live a life 

that would be pleasing to Him!

God knew this, and chose Mary for the special task of giving birth to the Son of God.

Only God can change ordinary people into extraordinary people.


Every prophet began as an ordinary person.



Even Jesus began as an ordinary person, with a common name.

More often than not, God only does things in a particular way once.


We know that our Heavenly Father only has one Son.



Sorry, Ladies, there won’t be another virgin birth.

The beautiful thing is, that our amazing God has a unique role and purpose 

for all of us!

His role for Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, 

was different from the one He gave Mary, mother of Jesus.

Contrary to what many people might think, 

it doesn’t make Mary any more special 

than someone else who does the Will of God.

Even while Jesus was on earth, 


“a woman in the crowd called out,


‘Blessed is the mother who gave You birth and nursed You!’

but Jesus replied,


‘Blessed rather are those who hear the Word of God and obey it!’”


(Lk 11:27-28)

One of Mary’s purposes in life was to be the mother of Jesus.


Do you know what your purpose in life is?



If not, you could begin by reading 

“The Purpose-Driven Life” by Rick Warren.


It’s in our church library and well worth the read!

--

3) Mary, relative and close friend of Elizabeth (Lk 1:40)

Mary doesn’t live out her God-given purpose in a vacuum.


The Lord provides someone very special for her 

· a relative by the name of Elizabeth.

God wants Mary to be in a safe place, 

and leads her to spend 3 months at Zechariah and Elizabeth’s place.


Mary is away from Nazareth, and experiencing how God is at work 

in Elizabeth, Zechariah and the baby John the Baptist.

What a beautiful way of preparing Mary for the birth of her own first-born child!


God-fearing, Spirit-filled believers 

model what living in obedience to the Lord means!

I believe that God puts wonderful believers into each one of our lives.


He doesn’t transform a life and leave it to fend for itself.



Do you know whom the Lord has placed in your life?




Do you have an Elizabeth that you can go to 

for help and encouragement? 


Has the Lord placed a Mary in your life 

for you to help and encourage?

May we be sensitive to the connections God is providing for us!

--

4) 3 Blessings (Lk 1:42, 45)
When we think of ‘blessing’ today, there are 2 occasions when the word is commonly used:

a) after someone has sneezed we say: “Bless you!”

b) at the end of a church service we expect a ‘blessing.’

The Bible, however, is full of blessings right from Genesis to Revelation!

In Genesis 1, God created the creatures of the sea and the birds of the air.  Then “God blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.’” (Gn 1:22)

In the last chapter of Revelation, Jesus says, “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.” (Rev 22:14)

In the Hebrew and Greek, however, 2 distinctly different words are used:

a) eulogeo – barakh

b) makarios – esher

Eulogeo/Barakh is to pronounce a blessing on someone or something.


That is what God does in Genesis 1.

Makarios/Esher is the state of blessedness or happiness.


That is what those are who have washed their robes according to Rev 22.

In our Sermon text, both words are used!


Eulogeo for blessing Mary and the baby in her womb.


Makarios for the one who has believed 

that what the Lord said would be accomplished.

Let us look at each blessing individually:

1) “Blessed are you among women!” v. 42

The Old Testament gives us examples of blessing being used 

as Greeting and/or Farewell.


In Gn 47, Jacob blesses Pharaoh both when he arrives and when he leaves.

That places Elizabeth in a wonderful tradition.


When Jesus sends out his disciples in Luke 9 and 10, 

He also instructs them to bless the house they enter with peace.

Perhaps this might be something for us to consider doing as well?


Saying: God bless you! When we answer the phone or meet someone!

2) “Blessed is the child you will bear!” v. 42

Elizabeth also blesses the child in Mary’s womb.


There are 2 common forms of ‘eulogeo’ used for blessing 

in the New Testament.

a) ‘eulogemenos’ is used as a greeting, and this is the form that is used for both blessing Mary and for blessing the unborn child.

b) ‘Eulogetos’ carries a doxological character and is used in blessing God!

Consider these 2 examples of ‘eulogetos.’

a. In Mk 14:61 God is referred to as ‘Eulogetos’, the Blessed One

b. Zecharia, Paul and Peter begin certain prayers with “Blessed be God…” using ‘eulogetos’

Elizabeth, however, chooses to greet the unborn Jesus as a person filled with the Holy Spirit, not as God Himself.


This is also the blessing that Jesus receives on Palm Sunday when the crowd shouts: “Blessed is the One who comes in the Name of the Lord.” (Mk 11:9//)

Let us allow the divinely inspired Word of God 

to help us truly understand who Jesus Christ is, 

not use preconceived theological ideas.

--

3) “Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” v. 45

Here we have ‘Makarios’.


This is the same word that is used in the Beatitudes.



“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.” (Mt 5:3)

Elizabeth declares that person blessed, 

“who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!”

Does she mean herself?


Does she mean Mary?



Does she mean all other women who will experience something similar to what she and Mary have experienced?

There is nothing to suggest that it couldn’t mean all three!


Mary believed the Lord would do what He said He would.



Elizabeth believed the Lord would do what He said He would.




Many others believe that the Lord does what He says He will!

But this blessing comes with a condition.


Not just anyone is blessed.

--

This is entirely in keeping with both the Old and the New Testament!

In the Old Testament there are 3 general categories of Makarios/blessedness.

1) those that trust in God (Ps 2:12; 34:9; 84:13; Isa 30:18)

2) those who live the way God wants us to (Gn 30:13; Job 29:10; Ps 1:1; 41:2; 127:5; 119:1; Pr 3:13 etc)

3) those whose sins are forgiven (Ps 32:1f)

In the New Testament we find the same 3 categories of Makarios/blessedness.

1) “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (Jn 20:26)

2) “Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven.” (Ro 4:7)

3) “Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and obey it.” (Lk 11:28)

--

Do you believe that the Lord will do what He says He will do?


Then you are blessed!

Do you know that your sins have been forgiven?


Then you are blessed!

Do you obey the Word of God?


Then you are blessed!

May all of us belong to those who are blessed by God!

--

5) Mary, who praises the Lord (Lk 1:47-55)

How did Mary respond to Elizabeth’s triple Blessing?


By giving praise to God!

We won’t go into the details of Hannah’s song or Mary’s Magnificat.


Both are responses in a particular situation 

to what God has done in their lives!

Suffice it to say that Mary understands the blessings of Elizabeth to come from God.


That is why Mary responds by magnifying the Lord!

Too often we allow our cultural conditioning of thanks to a person 

to get in the way of our thanking the Lord!

The triple blessing that God commands Aaron and his descendants 

to give to the Israelites at the close of every service in the temple 

is written in a Hebrew tense called the ‘imperfect cohortative.’

This means that the priest or pastor speaking the blessing 

can only express the wish that God would bless the people.


“May the Lord bless you and keep you” is not an automatic formula!



God is Sovereign and only He has the right to bless.

This is what Mary and Hannah recognize 

when they respond with a joyous Psalm of thanks to God!

The priest or a Spirit-filled believer may pronounce a blessing, 

but the actual power inherent in a blessing which is received 

comes from Almighty God Himself!

This understanding needs to pervade in our Worship service as well.


Worshiping God means allowing Him to speak to us through His servants.



When this happens, it is the Holy Spirit 

who has spoken into our hearts.


Our proper response needs to be thanks and praise to God!

I believe that this approach of humility opens our hearts to receive the blessings that God wants to give us.


He will never force Himself on us.



Let us be open to receiving what He has to give!

--

Did you notice the way the sermon title was printed in your bulletin today?


Mary – mother of Jesus.



‘Mother’ is not written with a capital ‘m.’




I hope the reason for this has become clear!

--

In closing, let us briefly review the key thoughts of our message today:

1) Mary, the servant of the Lord (Lk 1:38)

Do you consider yourself a ‘servant of the Lord’?


If not, there is good news – you can become one!



Our Father in Heaven may be calling you today!




Give Him your life in complete surrender 

and allow Him to be your Master and Lord, like Mary did!

2) Mary, the mother of Jesus (Lk 1:31)

One of Mary’s purposes in life was to be the mother of Jesus.


Do you know what your purpose in life is?



If not, you could begin by reading 

“The Purpose-Driven Life” by Rick Warren.


It’s in our church library and well worth the read!

3) Mary, the relative and close friend of Elizabeth (Lk 1:40)

I believe that God puts wonderful believers into each one of our lives.


He doesn’t transform a life and leave it to fend for itself.



Do you know whom the Lord has placed in your life?




Do you have an Elizabeth that you can go to 

for help and encouragement? 


Has the Lord placed a Mary in your life 

for you to help and encourage?

4) 3 Blessings (Lk 1:42, 45)
Let us experience the Makarios-blessing of 


believing that the Lord will do what He says He will do,

knowing that our sins have been forgiven, and

obeying the Word of God.

Let us use the Eulogeo-blessing to bless others in greeting and farewell, 

not forgetting that the Lord also commands us to 

“bless those that persecute you!” (Ro 12:14)


In 1 Peter 3:9 we read,



“Repay evil with blessing, 

because to this you were called 

so that you may inherit a blessing”

5) Mary, the one who praises the Lord (Lk 1:47-55)

Mary understands the blessings of Elizabeth to come from God.


That is why Mary responds by magnifying the Lord!

Let us not allow our cultural conditioning of thanks to a person 

to get in the way of our thanking the Lord!

